
 

        BOARD AGENDA ITEM 1.5.1    

        February 21, 2017 

                              Minutes 01/10/17 

     

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 525 

JOLIET JUNIOR COLLEGE 

 

 
1.0 Call  The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College 

to Order   Illinois Community College District #525 held at, Joliet Junior College, 1215 Houbolt 

Road, Board Room, Joliet, IL was called to order by Chairman Wunderlich at 5:31 p.m. 

on Tuesday, January 10, 2017.  

 

1.0.1   Trustees Maureen Broderick (5:51p.m.)  Patty Deiters  

Roll Call  Present: Andy Mihelich    Alicia Morales (5:34 p.m.) 

Dan O’Connell     Mike O’Connell  

Bob Wunderlich  

   

Student  Kathleen Duong 

  Trustee Present:  

 

   

   
Welcome Chairman Wunderlich welcomed the guests to the Joliet Junior College regular  

monthly Board meeting and commented on the opening of the new city center campus in 

downtown Joliet. Chairman Wunderlich thanked our Herald News reporter, Felix for the 

great article in the paper. 

 

Secretary Chairman Wunderlich appointed Trustee Dan O’Connell as secretary pro-tem until Trustee  

Pro-Tem  Broderick joins the meeting. 

 

1.0.4  President Mitchell indicated that the Grundy Economic Development Council  

Business  (GEDC) has requested that Joliet Junior College participate in a three year tax 

Reports  abatement for United States Cold Storage, Inc. in Minooka. The total investment is  

estimated at $17.6 million, of which $5.2 million is expected to be taxable, and the  

creation of 21 new full-time positions along with the retention of 206 employees. Ms. 

Nancy Ammer of GEDC addressed the Board regarding the tax abatement request before 

them for approval this evening. This is the standard three year tax abatement of 75%, 50% 

and 25% and were scored by all the taxing representatives including by Jeff Heap of Joliet 

Junior College. Trustee Mihelich asked Ms. Ammer if this was similar to past tax 

abatement requests that GEDC has requested and if we have had any issues with any of the 

other tax abatement requests that were approved. Ms. Ammer indicated that there is a claw 

back provision in the document which guarantees that if the company does not live up to 

the agreement the tax abatements will be paid back in full. Trustee Mihelich complimented 

GEDC for their good work in presenting these tax abatements to the Joliet Junior College 

Board of Trustees. Ms. Ammer commented that Joliet Junior College has been great 

supporters for their internship program. 

 

 



 

President Mitchell commented that we have Mr. Tom Durkin with us this evening and he 

will be presenting on the Crossroads 55 Project proposal. The developer has requested that 

the Village assist in financing a total of $10,362,880 utilizing property tax abatements for 

all four buildings. The developer will provide public infrastructure improvements including 

roads and water mains which will be funded from future property taxes generated by the 

development if the Village and taxing districts agree to tax abatements for four separate 

projects. Mr. Durkin introduced Mr. Ryan Stoler with Venture One Real Estate and Mr. 

Mike Petric the Director of Development of Channahon. Mr. Stoler thanked the Board for 

their time this evening and presented a power point and an overview of the project under 

consideration for this development. The project consists of four large warehouse buildings 

which will be high tech.  The first building will be built on a speculative basis, but we are 

confident that because of the location there will be demand for the space. Mr. Durkin 

indicated that they have met with a few of the other taxing bodies such as the 

superintendents of schools and the Channahon fire district and will be meeting with the 

library district tomorrow evening. We are in the process of developing the final agreement 

and will be presenting that draft to the taxing bodies once completed. There is an executive 

summary on this project from Kane, McKenna and Associates, Inc., which explains the 

request in detail. The developer is requesting a 100% rebate of partial assessment for year 

one and 100% rebate for years two through ten, in an amount consistent with state statutes. 

This would be the same scenario for all four buildings. Trustee Mihelich stated that there 

was mention of high tech jobs and this should be considered as jobs for our graduates and 

asked what level of education is needed for the type of job for this project. Trustee Mihelich 

indicated that if the school districts support this project he would also. Mr. Stoler 

commented that in a previous project the company relied on the local college for students to 

fill the positions in the warehouses and there are different levels within the sites but more 

and more there is additional technical expertise required. Trustee Morales asked if the 

developer knew who would be the tenants for the buildings in this project. Mr. Stoler 

indicated that at this time, they do not have tenants but the demand for these types of 

buildings is very high in this area. We will be pursuing users like Amazon, Georgia Pacific, 

3-M, Target or Mars as examples. Trustee Morales commented that she would like to see 

direct hires for these jobs, rather than using a temp agency because the hourly wage would 

be higher if a direct hire. Trustee Morales would like to recommend that the direct hire be 

built into the contract when leasing out these properties if possible.  Mr. Stoler indicated 

that they do not have the ability to dictate this direct hire concept to the companies leasing 

the properties; however because of the demand for this type of employee at this level, 

wages are at a higher scale. Trustee Deiters commented that she is an employee of Amazon 

and because of the hourly wage paid to their workers other employers have had to increase 

the hourly wage that they pay to their employees. Trustee Mike O’Connell commented that 

he knows that the Route 6 road interchange improvements are just about finished and asked 

if there will be additional improvements needed. Mr. Durkin stated that they have just met 

with the state and they will begin phase II of the improvements soon. The Bluff road 

project has not begun as yet but is in the process of bidding. Trustee Mike O’Connell also 

inquired about the Bluff Road improvements that are needed. Trustee Broderick asked for 

clarification on the request for abatements as she was late in arriving. Mr. Durkin indicated 

that the developer will front the costs for the buildings and as the buildings are constructed 

and leased the tax abatements kick in to fund the infrastructures needed. Trustee Broderick 

asked if they have met with the other taxing bodies boards involved in this request.  Mr. 

Durkin indicated that they have met with the fire district, met with the school 

superintendents of all of the local school districts and are scheduled to go before the library 

board tomorrow evening. They have not been to the boards directly, except for this type of 

presentation being made this evening because they do not have a final draft of the 

intergovernmental agreement. Trustee Broderick would like to see the rest of the taxing 

bodies approving this request before it is presented to the JJC Board for approval. Mr. 

Durkin commented that depending on if 100% tax abatement or a lesser percentage off tax 



 

abatement is agreed upon, will result in the full distribution of tax dollars to the taxing 

district. Mr. Durkin commented that this is just an informational meeting this evening and 

the board will be addressed again as more information is obtained and when the 

intergovernmental agreement is ready for approval. Trustee Dan O’Connell asked when 

they would project needing a decision from the Board regarding this project request.  Mr. 

Durkin stated that they would most likely be asking for approval within the next two 

months. 

 

President Mitchell indicated that she has four additional items to discuss this evening. The 

first one is a possible location change for the April 11th Board Meeting.  The thought is that 

we will be having the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Renaissance Center at 4 p.m. on 

April 11th and we could hold our board meeting at that facility. The Board was in 

agreement with this recommendation. 

 

We had a retirement of a fine arts faculty member and have had an increased enrollment in 

our graphic design classes. We would like to appoint a temporary full-time graphic design 

instructor and because classes have started this week she has begun teaching. Her position 

will be presented for approval at the February board meeting. 

 

There is a new legislative map that the Board has received and if there are any questions, 

please reach out to Kelly Rohder. 

 

Also in the Board’s packet is the employee handbook and President Mitchell thanked Judy 

Connelly, Mary Quinn, the HR team and the focus groups for completing this handbook. 

  

1.1  Trustee Deiters led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Pledge 

 

1.2 A moment of silence was observed for members of the College family, students, 

Moment  community leaders, or relatives thereof, who had passed away since the last  

of Silence     meeting. 

 

1.4.1 Trustee Broderick read the resolution honoring Retiree Linda Reichenbach for her  

Retiree  loyal and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for nine and one-half years  

Reichenbach  from 2007 to 2016. Ms. Reichenbach thanked everyone for the opportunity to teach at the 

college.  It has been a wonderful experience with the faculty and students. Trustee 

Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Broderick that the Board of Trustees of Joliet 

Junior College approve the resolution honoring Ms. Reichenbach for her distinguished 

service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties. The motion 

carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, Mike O’Connell, 

Broderick, Deiters, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.4.2 Chairman Wunderlich indicated that we have a proclamation designating February  

Proclamation 2017 as African American History Month in Illinois Community College District   

African  525. President Mitchell stated that it will be read by one of JJC’s Students,   

American  Antwan Parker. Mr. Parker read the proclamation designating February 2017 as  

History  African American History Month in Illinois Community College District 525.  

Month  Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the Board of Trustees of Joliet 

Junior College approve the African American History month proclamation as read. The 

motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, Mike O’Connell, 

Broderick, Deiters and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

 

 



 

1.4.3 President Mitchell indicated that Dr. Randy Fletcher, Vice President of Academic  

Proclamation  Affairs will be reading the proclamation designating February as Career and  

Career and  Technical Education Month in Illinois Community College District 525. Trustee  

Technical  Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Broderick that the Board of Trustees of  

Month  Joliet Junior College approve the Career and Technical Education month proclamation as 

read.  The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, Mike 

O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters and Wunderlich.  Student Trustee Duong favored the 

motion. 

 

1.4.4  Dr. Bob Marcink, President of the Faculty Union, indicated that the Faculty is 

Faculty   excited to be back for a new semester. The Faculty would like to welcome  

Union   everyone back as we begin the new year.  

Report 

 

1.4.5 Dr. Kennedy stated that he would like to express his condolences to all of those  

Adjunct  close to Bob Belas in his sudden departure from us.  His passing has been tragic  

Faculty  for our department and leaves a huge void to be filled. He will be missed. The  

Report  adjunct faculty union has a tentative agreement with the college and will be voting on the 

contract next week and he will personally recommending that the adjunct faculty approve 

the agreement. 

 

1.5.1  Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the minutes of the  

Regular  Board of Trustees meeting held on December 13, 2016 be approved as submitted. The  

Meeting  motion carried unanimously. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, 

Dan O’Connell, Mike O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters and Wunderlich. Student Trustee 

Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.6                   Ms. Tierney stated that she had not received any additional further communications.  

Communications 

 

1.7.1 Mr. Oscar Cuevus has requested to speak to the Board this evening. Mr. Cuevus 

Public  commented that he would like to ask the Board to consider keeping tuition affordable 

Comments and to seek alternative sources of funding such as grants or making cuts from within. He 

understands the current state situation, but would like to state that in many cases the 

community colleges are the key to moving up for many students, especially those in the 

low income sector. We need to strive to keep education affordable for those that need it 

the most. He congratulated the college on becoming a Hispanic Serving Institution and 

encouraged administration to hire more full-time Hispanic employees. 

 

 Ms. Mireya Anaya has also requested to speak to the Board this evening. Ms. Anaya 

indicated that she is a resident of Joliet for 37 years. She congratulated the college for 

being such an outstanding institution with great faculty, such as Ms. Reichenbach who is 

retiring. As a faculty member, she was able to serve all types of students, including those 

in the low income area. Joliet Junior College is the lighthouse of Joliet and we are here to 

provide affordable tuition to all incomes and nationalities. This college offers hope and 

dreams to all types of students and we need to support them with affordable tuition. If we 

continue to raise tuition we will be turning away many students that need it most. Ms. 

Anaya asked the Board to please consider holding the tuition where it is currently at and 

not to raise it any further. Trustee Mihelich indicated that in his 40 years associated with 

Joliet Junior College he has never heard the term lighthouse to the community and feels it 

is a very accurate term to use for the college and thanked Ms. Anaya for coming out this 

evening. 

 

 



 

1.8  Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the agenda be  

Agenda  approved. Trustee Deiters requested that agenda item 2.4.1 be discussed further at this 

point. Trustee Deiters asked where we were with the short-term and long-term disability 

that was discussed six months ago. President Mitchell commented that there was a 

presentation on this subject at the last meeting; however, Trustee Deiters was unable to 

attend that meeting. President Mitchell requested the Ms. Judy Connelly come to the 

podium to address this issue. Ms. Connelly indicated that she had brought the information 

to the December meeting. We did work with our broker to evaluate the feasibility of 

offering a short-term disability plan. We feel that the way that we structure our current 

leave plans that option was not an ideal situation for the college. Instead, we would like 

to focus on revising some policies to better address the sequence of leaves and how they 

are applied. After they reviewed our plans and the fact that we have collective bargaining 

agreements, as well as the fact that it would not be a cost savings to the college, the 

recommendation is to change our current policies to better address how the leaves are 

applied. The college does offer a voluntary long-term disability policy which could go 

into effect after they have exhausted their benefits, if they have not been a member of 

surs for two years. The college offers paid sick time each year and it is meant to roll over 

each year to a maximum of 480 which is in a sense considered a short-term disability 

policy.  President Mitchell commented that we are still researching this matter and will 

come back to the Board with additional information. Trustee Broderick indicated that she 

would like agenda item 4.5 pulled for discussion. Trustee Morales requested that agenda 

item 4.2.2 be pulled from the consent agenda. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: 

Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, Mike O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters and Wunderlich.  

Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.9   Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the items identified   

Consent as consent agenda items be approved with the removal of agenda items 4.2.2 and 4.5: 

Agenda    

2.1.1 President recommends appointment of dean of college and career readiness 

2.1.2 President recommends Non-Reappointment of one administrator contract 

2.1.3 President recommends appointment of vice president, administrative services 

       2.2.1 President recommends the approval of a temporary one-semester appointment of  

assistant professor, biology 

2.3.1 President recommends the establishment of a new full-time professional position  

titled special assistant to the president 

 2.3.2 President recommends the establishment of a new full-time support staff position  

titled web content specialist 

2.3.3 President recommends approval of collective bargaining agreement with the  

support and technical staff council of Joliet Junior College, American Federation  

of Teachers, Local 604 

2.4.1 President recommends sick leave extension for one facility services employee 

2.7.1 President recommends the establishment of a new full-time grant funded 

professional position titled director of trio programs 

2.9.1 President requests acceptance of the report on replacement of full- and part-time 

classified employees, as presented 

4.1 The President recommends approval to pay the listing of bills for  

the period ending December 31, 2016 as presented 

4.2 The President recommends approval to award bids/contracts as follows: 

  4.2.1  Contractual Service-Ceridian 

  4.2.3   Bid-14-Passenger Bus 

  4.2.4 Bid: Culinary Arts Small Wares & Equipment 

     4.3    Treasurer’s Report 

 4.4 Financial Report 

 



 

 The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, Broderick, Deiters, Dan 

O’Connell, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

4.2.2 Trustee Mike O’Connell moved seconded by Trustee Morales that the Board of Trustees 

Contractual  of Joliet Junior College approve the Contractual Services-Japan Air. Trustee Morales  

Services asked how many individuals would be traveling under this $40,000 that is budgeted for in  

Japan Air  this agenda item. President Mitchell commented that this is a joint trip between the 

College of Lake County and Joliet Junior College. The College of Lake County will be 

reimbursing Joliet Junior College for its portion of the costs. Trustee Morales asked what 

percentage would be reimbursed to the college of this money. Dr. Mitchell stated that we 

would be reimbursed 100 percent. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Mike 

O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell and Wunderlich. 

Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

4.5 Trustee Dan O’Connell moved seconded by Trustee Deiters that the Board of Trustees of  

Tax  Joliet Junior College approve the Tax Abatement – United States Cold Storage, Inc.,  

Abatement  Minooka, Illinois. Trustee Broderick commented that her concern is that it is a lot of tax 

  money and she does not see any other taxing bodies that have approved this agreement. 

 President Mitchell commented that this agreement has already been approved by the 

grade schools and the high school. The cost of abatement is between $11,000 to $12,000; 

however, at the end of the abatement JJC will receive $29,262 in taxes annually. Trustee 

Broderick stated that she is not comfortable with giving abatements, especially in the 

current economic climate. Trustee Mihelich commented that Ms. Ammer was here to 

explain this abatement at the beginning of this meeting. Chairman Wunderlich explained 

that this request is fairly standard when abatements are approved. The motion carried; 

Ayes: Dan O’Connell, Mike O’Connell, Deiters, Mihelich and Wunderlich. Nays: 

Broderick and Morales. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

6.    

Board Trustee Deiters wishes to thank the Board and the college community for all of their  

Comments  kindness, prayers and support that they gave her due to the passing of her father. 

 

 Trustee Morales thanked the speakers that came forward this evening to advocate for 

affordable tuition. We appreciate them taking the time to make the comments and she 

would like to encourage the community to attend the meetings and to address the Board 

so that we are aware of the community concerns. Trustee Mike O’Connell commented 

that he hopes that the individual that Ms. Anaya spoke of will be able to attend Joliet 

Junior College. We have financial aid and many different types of scholarships available 

to help our students. Ms. Anaya indicated that this individual has special needs and 

currently lives in Crest Hill but has to travel to Hinsdale, as he needs a sign language 

interpreter. She would love to see Joliet Junior College embrace students with special 

needs.  Trustee Broderick indicated that there are many scholarships here at the college 

and encouraged her look into the scholarship to aid in the cost of tuition. Mr. Cuevus 

asked if scholarships are available for DACA students. Trustee Morales stated that there 

are some scholarships available for this type of student and if you navigate through the 

scholarship pages you will see the many different types of scholarships available.  

Trustee Morales indicated that many of our students are what is termed non-traditional 

and work in jobs paying lower wages while paying bills and raising families.  So please 

take advantage of these scholarships to aid you in the cost of tuition. 

 

7. Chairman Wunderlich indicated that the following policies are first readings: 

New 7.1 First Reading Board Policy 1.10.01-Officers of the Board – Duties (Revised) 

Business 7.2 First Reading Board Policy 1.11.00-Board Member Development  

 7.3 First Reading Board Policy 4.02.00-School Calendar (Revised) 



 

 Trustee Deiters asked if there was any provision that addressed requirements for Board 

attendance at meetings. Attorney Buck commented that this is addressed at the state level 

and there cannot be a provision on meeting attendance requirements. Trustee Morales 

stated that does not seem right to be elected, but never have to show up at a meeting. So 

if they are elected and resign that is permissible. Attorney Buck indicated that if they 

resign, the Board has the right to appoint a new trustee to that seat pursuant to the 

election code. 

 

8. President Mitchell reviewed the following policies as second readings:  

Old   8.1 Second Reading Board Policy 1.06.00 Organizational Structures and  

Business  Shared Governance (New) 

  8.2 Second Reading Board Policy 1.90.00 Naming of Buildings and Other Properties  

  8.3 Second Reading Board Policy 1.85.00 Building and Location Identification  

(Delete) 

 

9.1            Trustee Broderick requested that Kristi Mulvey come to the podium to give the 

Foundation        Foundation Report. Ms. Kristi Mulvey reported the following: Invitations are being sent 

Report           for the 10th anniversary celebration of the Weitendorf Agriculture Education Center.  

           Tickets are $40 and are available on-line or in my office. We welcome Mrs. Rosa  

Angeles as the 2017-2018 President. Rosa is the VP/Chief Land Trust Officer at First 

Midwest Bank in Joliet. She joined the board in 2009.  Also, we welcome Mrs. Jennifer 

Howard, a JJC alum as President-Elect. Jen is the owner of two TCBY Yogurt stores – 

one in Joliet and one in Naperville. Scholarship recipients for the Spring semester are 

being identified and money should be placed on their accounts during the month of 

January. Once that process is complete, the scholarship program will clear and the 

process will begin for Fall awards. Ms. Mulvey reviewed the gifts received report which 

was in the Board packet. The next meeting of the JJC Foundation will be on Wednesday, 

January 18th at 7:30am. Trustee Morales congratulated Ms. Mulvey and her staff for 

doing a fine job. Trustee Morales indicated that because the state is withholding funding 

such as the MAP grant has the Foundation been able to give more back to the college and 

its students because they have increased their gifts. Ms. Mulvey indicated that they are 

giving an additional $50,000 in supplies and equipment in the academic areas.  We were 

able to bring in an additional 14 scholarships since the academic year began and the 

foundation has committed to pay out at least four percent on the endowments received. 

Our current markets may not produce that type of a return so when needed we will dip 

into the unrestricted gift we received years ago for $2.4 million. We are working very 

diligently with our corporations to try to collaborate with them and asking for 

contributions. This will permit the foundation to help the college as much as possible in 

their need for additional income because of the lack of state funding. Ms. Mulvey 

indicated that the foundation has calculated a method to help our undocumented students 

in the event they do not have a FAFSA number. This method permits them to apply for 

financial aid scholarships with the Foundation. We have lengthened the deadline date by 

30 days for applying for scholarships and will open up scholarship applications twice a 

year rather than once a year. Trustee Morales indicated that there currently is a 

calculation available on the FAFSA form for a hypothetical family contribution number 

for undocumented students. The fear is that we are not receiving state fund so the 

students are not receiving the MAP funds which they rely on heavily and may be 

considering taking on more loans. Trustee Morales commented that she appreciates all 

that the foundation is doing to help our students and asked when the scholarships will be 

back up on our website. Ms. Mulvey indicated that she thinks it will be on January 30th 

and once they are available again, Dr. Isaacs will send out an announcement to all of our 

students letting them know that the scholarships are now available for them to begin their 

applications. The Office of Multicultural Affairs helps the students with the financial aid 

scoring system. Trustee Morales suggested that once the scholarships are available that 



 

we also notify our feeder high schools that the scholarships are available. Ms. Mulvey 

indicated that we are already doing this and are very active with the high school 

counselors. Trustee Broderick interjected that in New Lenox the counselors are advising 

the last semester juniors as well as the seniors that there are scholarships available from 

Joliet Junior College. The foundation has a separate high school program where every 

high school receives at least one scholarship for a full ride at JJC. The student is 

nominated by their counselor and must be in the top ten percent of their class and have a 

certain ACT score in order to receive the scholarship. Trustee Morales commented that 

she was wondering if there was any way to balance the scholarships for the schools. 

Some schools receive more than one scholarship depending on donor requests and each 

campus of the high school receives a scholarship.  

 

9.2 Trustee Broderick indicated that we are in the lame duck session. There was an attempt to 

ICCTA  approve the budget with new proposals, but it will not be passed until the new session.  

Report  Senate President, John Cullerton, said that the bills include an income tax increase, soda 

tax, pension changes and elements of Gov. Rauner’s turn around agenda and will be 

immediately refiled after the new lawmakers are in place. Senator Redagno has been 

negotiating with Mr. Cullerton and has said that the hope is to pass the bill by February 

1st.  Governor Rauner has insisted that parts of his proposal need to be addressed before 

the budget is passed; however Mike Madigan is insisting that the budget needs to be 

addressed separately. The plan included: personal income tax increase from 3.75 to 4.95 

percent which would generate additional dollars of 1.4 billion; impose a one cents per 

ounce of sweetened beverage generating 560 million dollars; spending plan to take the 

state through June 30th; authorization to borrow 7 billion to pay down the 11 billion bill 

backlog; pension reform giving workers a choice between having pay raises count toward 

their pensions in the future or having their pensions increase by 3 percent a year after 

they retire; increase minimum wage to $11 per hour by 2021; a proposal to make it easier 

to abolish township government; a proposal to put term limits on legislative leaders, 

although not on all lawmakers; consideration of changes to workers' compensation 

benefits to lower costs to business and a property tax freeze. Rauner most recently sought 

a permanent personal tax freeze, but the compromise being worked on reportedly would 

freeze them for only two years. In February President Mitchell, Kelly Rohder and myself 

will be going to the National Legislative Summit in Washington, DC to lobby our 

legislators and attend the conference. 

 

9.3   Student Trustee Duong indicated that she does not have a report because classes have  

Student  just started. 

Trustee Report  

 

9.4   Trustee Mike O’Connell indicated that the committee met before the meeting tonight.  

Buildings & We have four major projects in process at this time and will have another project  

Grounds  this summer. Three out of those four projects will be completed by the end of this month. 

Report   The Renaissance center project is ongoing and we plan to do the ribbon cutting ceremony 

for that project in April where we will hold our Board meeting. This summer we will be 

working on the older portion of our Romeoville Campus. Trustee Mihelich commented 

that he would like to hold an open house for our community to come in and visit our City 

Center Campus and our Romeoville Campus once they are complete. Trustee Deiters 

indicated that she would also like us to consider inviting our high schools to see our 

campuses. 

 

9.5  Trustee Morales indicated that the next meeting is on January 26th, so there is nothing to  

Sustainability  report at this time; however Mr. Van Duyne is present and may have something to report. 

Report   Mr. Van Duyne indicated that there was nothing to report at this time. 

 



 

9.6   President Mitchell welcomed everyone back to the new semester and reported that:   

President’s        On December 9, Margot Underwood and her many volunteers held JJC’s annual Foster  

Report  Palooza Holiday event.  This activity serves the foster children and their families of the 

JJC community.  We estimated between 400 – 500 in attendance throughout the evening, 

and all of the children had a nice meal, received gifts and books, in addition to other 

goodies throughout the evening.  Thank you Margo for taking care of so many within our 

JJC community.   

 

The nursing pinning ceremony was held on December 15, recognizing 72 December 

2016 graduates.  Thank you to Department Chair Deb Fitzgerald and all of the nursing 

faculty and staff for all of your great work with our students!  I would also like to thank 

Trustee Broderick for attending and for her contribution to the nursing program by 

initiating a Breanne Broderick Scholarship Fund. 

 

Good news and a note to Trustee Patty Dieters who brought this idea up to Campus 

Police and Environmental Health and Safety awhile back.  We are pleased to announce 

that EMA or the Emergency Management Agency has accepted our invitation to host a 

2017 CERT Challenge (Community Emergency Response Team), which will take place 

in March.  EMA is working with Chief Comanda and Ed Vasil to finalize plans so watch 

for additional information. 

 

Last week we kicked off the January semester by holding many opening session activities 

supporting professional development and information sessions.  Some of the highlights 

include: Active Shooter Drill – Thank you to Chief Comanda, Commander Cornelius for 

again conducting a very important training session for faculty and staff, which was also 

shown on WGN throughout the day. General Session – Highlighted many of the great 

activities and programs we have been working on through the fall semester. Dr. Fletcher 

and his team held their academic update on Thursday, so it was nice to hear about all of 

the initiatives in each programmatic division.  I have also asked Dr. Fletcher to plan on 

having an academic focus at the April workshop.   

 

We just received notification that Joe Kuhn has been selected to the National Junior 

College Athletic Association’s Hall of Fame for Basketball Coaches for the class of 2017. 

President Mitchell congratulated Mr. Kuhn for this great honor. 

 

Congratulations to our Culinary Student Hot Food Competition Team who just competed 

for the state title and won!  This makes us the top culinary school in Illinois and allows us 

to represent our state in the American Culinary Federal Central Regional U.S. 

Competition.  

 

Tonight you approved my appointment of the VP of Administrative Services, who is with 

us this evening in the audience and last month was our EDHR.  I would like to publicly 

thank both Judy Connelly and Jeff Heap for all of their great work and support over the 

past several months.  It is because of their dedication and commitment, that business went 

on as normal and their contributions were truly valued! 

 

With new staff in mind, I would like to make a small change in how we introduce our 

new administrators.  Beginning tonight I will call them up by name, with their title, and 

ask that they stand and give you a brief “two minute elevator speech” about what they 

bring to JJC and their new position: Amy Murphy – Dean of Applied Science, Workforce 

Training and Education; Malinda Carter – Executive Director of Human Resources; and 

Patty Zuccarello – Dean of Career and Technical Education. Each individual introduced 

themselves and gave a brief speech on what they hope to do for the College. President 

Mitchell welcomed them to their new roles at JJC. I know you will all be fantastic!  



 

Happy Birthday to Trustees Alicia Morales and Dan O’Connell. Trustee Broderick 

suggested that we host a Business after Hours to showcase our City Center Campus. 

President Mitchell stated that Kelly Rohder has also approached her on hosting a 

Business after Hours at the new City Center Campus and we are in the process of 

exploring this event. 

 

9.6  Chairman Wunderlich indicated that he would like to thank everyone for coming out this    

Chairman’s  evening.  

Report 

 

10 Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales for the meeting to  

Adjourn  adjourn at 7:17 p.m. A voice vote was taken and carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, 

Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student 

Trustee Duong favored the motion. 


