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        BOARD AGENDA ITEM 1.5.1    

        June 13, 2017 

                              Minutes 05/01/17 

     

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 525 

JOLIET JUNIOR COLLEGE 

 

 
1.0 Call  The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College 

to Order   Illinois Community College District #525 held at, Joliet Junior College, 1215 Houbolt 

Road, Board Room, Joliet, IL was called to order by Chairman Wunderlich at 5:35 p.m. 

on Tuesday, May 1, 2017.  

 

1.0.1   Trustees Maureen Broderick    Patty Deiters  

Roll Call  Present: Andy Mihelich    Alicia Morales  

Mike O’Connell    Bob Wunderlich  

   

Trustee  Dan O’Connell 

Absent: 

 

Student  Kathleen Duong 

  Trustee Present:  

 

   
Welcome Chairman Wunderlich welcomed the guests to the Joliet Junior College regular  

monthly Board meeting. 

 

Pledge  Ms. Kelly Rohder led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Election  Chairman Wunderlich indicated that the results of the recent election for the Board of 

Results   Trustees of Joliet Junior College were as follows: the two year term highest votes were  

  for: John (Jake) Mahalik - 26,768 votes received and Susan Marie Klen - 26,457 votes  

  received; and for the six year term highest votes received: Daniel O’Connell 24,201 votes  

  received  and Alicia Morales  22,074 votes received. Trustee Mihelich moved seconded by  

  Trustee Broderick that the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the results of  

  the April 4, 2017 consolidated election. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes:   

  Mihelich, Morales, Mike O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters and Wunderlich. Student Trustee  

  Duong favored the motion. 

 

Student  Ms. Pam Dilday indicated that she appreciated the time that the Board afforded her this 

Trustee   evening. The process for the selection of the student trustee was explained to the Board. 

Results   Ms. Dilday thanked Kathleen Duong for her time, hard work, and visibility throughout the  

  college and with the student body this past year. Ms. Dilday introduced Sante Deserio who  

  was selected to be our new student trustee. She offered congratulations to Sante and feels  

  he will represent the student body very well this coming year as the student member on the  

  Board of Trustees. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the  

  Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the results of the student trustee   

  appointment of Sante Deserio. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters,  

  Mihelich, Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the  
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  motion. 

 

  Chairman Wunderlich indicated that on behalf of the Board of Trustees of 

Plaque  Joliet Junior College, he would like to present Trustee Deiters and Student Trustee  

Outgoing  Duong with a plaque. Chairman Wunderlich indicated that it has been the Board’s 

Trustees  great fortune to have had the opportunity to work with them and wished them much 

  success in their future endeavors. 

 

Student Trustee Duong indicated that it was great working with the Board this past 

year. She indicated that she has enjoyed working with Dr. Judy Mitchell, our new 

college president, during her first year in this position. Ms. Duong indicated that she 

wanted to offer a big thank you to her awesome advisor, Pam Dilday, who helped 

her throughout this entire year as student trustee.  She indicated that she has 

enjoyed working with the other administrators and all of the students this past year. 

 

Trustee Deiters indicated that she has really enjoyed her time on the Board and 

commented that she is very appreciative of the Board appointing her to serve as a 

Trustee of Joliet Junior College.  Ms. Deiters remembers asking Chairman 

Wunderlich why he has been serving as a Trustee for all of the years he has been on 

the Board.  Now she understands why and it is more than doing your part as a 

public servant to the community.  It is really about working with the students and 

the staff of the college and she pledges to continue to help the college wherever she 

is able to do so.  Ms. Deiters commented that she hopes the board continues to 

pursue the four year program for nursing; she hopes that the state comes through 

with our funding; she hopes that there is not another tuition increase and if there is a 

raise she hopes that the students hold their feet to the fire and that they remind you 

that you said you would not do so; and there may be some tough decisions to be 

made in the near future, so please make the right decisions for the school. Trustee 

Deiters commented that she is so happy that Dr. Judy Mitchell was appointed as our 

president and feels she has done a phenomenal job and will continue to do so for 

the college. Trustee Deiters also expressed her gratitude to the senior staff for the 

good job that they do for the college.  

 

Adjournment Sine Die of Old Board 

At 5:45 p.m., Chairman Wunderlich adjourned the Board Sine Die. 

 

CONVENING OF NEW BOARD 

The organization meeting of the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College Illinois 

Community College District #525 held at, Joliet Junior College, 1215 Houbolt 

Road, Board Room, Joliet, IL was called to order by Chairman Wunderlich at 5:46 

p.m. on Tuesday, May 1, 2017. 

 

Roll Call 

The following members were present: Maureen Broderick, Andy Mihelich and 

Robert Wunderlich. 

 

No members were absent. 
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Oath of Office and Seating of Newly Elected Board Members and Student Trustee 

Chairman Wunderlich swore in Student Trustee Sante Deserio, Jake Mahalik and 

Alicia Morales and they were seated as members of the Board of Trustees of Joliet 

Junior College. Mr. Dan O’Connell was not present at this meeting. 

 

Trustee Morales indicated that she would like to thank God for his favor in the 

election as a Trustee of Joliet Junior College. She thanked everyone who helped to 

get her elected for this position. Trustee Morales indicated that she considers the 

support and trust that she received from the members of JJC’s seven counties 

sacred. She gives them her word that she will do her best to justify their faith in her 

as a Board member. There has never been a more humbling moment in her life. It is 

an honor to be a servant to the students, the taxpayers and to the overall district 525 

community. In the words of actress, Gina Rodriguez, “this election is so much more 

than myself as it represents a culture that sees themselves as winners today.” Thank 

you everyone. 

 

Nomination and Appointment of a person to fill Trustee position vacated by the 

passing of Susan Marie Klen 

Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Wunderlich to nominate and 

appoint Michael O’Connell to fill the vacated trustee position due to the passing of 

Susan Marie Klen. Trustee Morales moved, to nominate and appoint Margaret 

Hornan to fill the vacated trustee position due to the passing of Susan Marie Klen. 

Roll Call for Mike O’Connell: Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, and 

Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. Roll Call for Margaret 

Hornan: Ayes: Morales and Mihelich. Nays: Broderick and Mahalik. Abstain: 

Wunderlich. Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Broderick to appoint 

Mike O’Connell to fill the vacated trustee seat caused by the passing of Susan 

Marie Klen. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, Broderick, 

Mahalik and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. Trustee 

Mike O’Connell thanked the Board of Trustees for this appointment.  Trustee 

O’Connell indicated that he would like to say a few words to Sue Klen’s husband 

and family.  Sues work on sustainability at Joliet Junior College was unbelievable 

and it was truly one of her passions. Trustee O’Connell commented that had she not 

passed away most likely her vote total would have been even greater in Will 

County.  Trustee O’Connell stated that he would try to fill her shoes. 

 

Reorganization of the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Trustee Broderick nominated Bob Wunderlich for Chairman and Trustee 

Wunderlich nominated Andy Mihelich for Chairman. Trustee Morales moved 

seconded by Trustee Broderick to close the nominations for the position of 

Chairman of the Board. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Morales, Mike 

O’Connell, Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio 

favored the motion. Roll call for Wunderlich: Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Morales 

and Mike O’Connell (passed initially—indicated that he thought about this hard 

and long and this past year has gone very good, so in that spirit he is voting yes). 
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Nays: Mihelich. Abstain: Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

Roll call for Mihelich: Ayes: Mihelich and Morales. Nays: Broderick, Mahalik and 

Mike O’Connell. Abstain: Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio did not favor the 

motion. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the Board of 

Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the appointment of Trustee Robert 

Wunderlich as Chairman of the Board. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: 

Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student 

Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Trustee Mike O’Connell nominated Trustee Broderick for Vice Chairman and 

Trustee Morales nominated Trustee Mihelich for Vice Chairman. Trustee Broderick 

moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell to close the nominations for the 

position of Vice Chairman of the Board. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mike 

O’Connell and Wunderlich. Nays: Mihelich and Morales. Student Trustee Deserio 

favored the motion. Roll call for Broderick: Ayes: Broderick and Mike O’Connell. 

Nays: Mihelich and Morales. Abstain: Mahalik and Wunderlich. Student Trustee 

Deserio abstained from the motion. Roll call for Mihelich: Ayes: Mihelich and 

Morales. Nays: Broderick and Mike O’Connell. Abstain: Mahalik and Wunderlich. 

Student Trustee Deserio abstained from the vote. TIE VOTE. Chairman 

Wunderlich reopened the floor for nomination of Vice Chairman. Trustee Mike 

O’Connell nominated Trustee Broderick for Vice Chairman and Trustee Morales 

nominated Trustee Mihelich for Vice Chairman. Trustee Mike O’Connell moved, 

seconded by Trustee Morales to close the nominations for the position of Vice 

Chairman of the Board. Ayes: Mike O’Connell, Broderick, Mahalik, Morales and 

Wunderlich. Nays: Mihelich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. Roll call 

for Broderick: Ayes: Broderick, Mihelich, and Mike O’Connell. Nays: Morales. 

Abstain: Mahalik and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio abstained from the 

motion. Roll call for Mihelich: Ayes: Mihelich and Morales. Nays: Broderick and 

Mike O’Connell. Abstain: Mahalik and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio 

favored the motion. Trustee Mike O’Connell moved, seconded by Trustee 

Broderick that the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the 

appointment of Trustee Broderick as Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 

Joliet Junior College. The motion carried. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, 

Morales and Mike O’Connell. Abstain: Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio 

favored the motion. 

 

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD 

Trustee Broderick nominated Trustee Mike O’Connell for Secretary and Trustee 

Mihelich nominated Trustee Morales for Secretary. Trustee Broderick moved, 

seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell to close the nomination of Secretary. Ayes: 

Broderick, Mihelich, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Present: Mahalik. Abstain: 

Morales. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. Roll call for Morales: Ayes: 

Mihelich and Morales. Nays: Broderick and Mike O’Connell. Abstain: Mahalik and 

Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio abstained from the motion. Trustee Morales 

moved seconded by Broderick that Trustee Mike O’Connell be appointed as 

secretary of the Board. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Morales, Mike 

O’Connell, Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee 
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Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.0.6.1  Ms. Helen Nakos, Assistant Director, Auxiliary Services gave a PowerPoint 

Textbook  presentation on textbook affordability. The competition continues to grow and 

Presentation expand with many different sources available to our students. Ms. Nakos  

highlighted some of the things that we are doing to help the student and to keep the 

costs contained: such as: offering daily buyback for used books; a textbook rental 

program; offer free ground shipping from the JJC online bookstore; digital books 

just launched for the Spring of 2017; an online price comparison tool; conducted a 

student survey on how to increase services and reduce cost of course materials. The 

bookstore can serve as a resource and partner to our faculty. Trustee Broderick 

asked about comparing of prices. Ms. Nakos indicated that the bookstore could run 

comparisons of pricing for the faculty for their course offering. Trustee Broderick 

asked if JJC does price matching for books.  Ms. Nakos commented that is one of 

the future items being considered. Trustee Mike O’Connell indicated that he was 

pleased to see the numbers in the presentation. At one of the past ACCT 

conferences, there was a session on ways to hold down textbook costs for our 

students.  One method that he brought back to the college was to try to keep 

textbook for mainstay classes for a longer period of time rather than switching to a 

new edition every year and wondered if we have made any headway in this area. 

Ms. Nakos stated that faculty has the right to change their books to best suit their 

courses; however, this is something that the bookstore watches and will make 

suggestions to the faculty concerning books.  

 

1.0.6.2  President Mitchell commented that Lisa Yefsky, Senior Vice President of  

Gallagher Gallagher Insurance, is here this evening to provide a report to the Board on our  

Insurance  Health Plan renewals. Ms. Yefsky thanked the Board for their time this evening. In  

2015, the college made some significant changes to its insurance plan such as: 

increased coinsurance from 100% to 80% in network; significant increase in 

deductibles; and increased copays for doctors services, emergency room and 

prescription copays. In 2017, the college also offered a HMP plan that was: fully 

insured; lower premiums to JJC; and lower out of pocket costs to members. Ms. 

Yefsky reviewed the health plan renewal costs as follows: JJC’s preliminary costs 

are estimated to be around an increase of 6%, which is based off claims; reviewed 

medical trends; 20 members moved to HMO; and monitoring four potential large 

claims over $125,000. Final renewal estimated to be under 6% due to: reduction of 

3% in BCBS administrative fees; prescription benefit contract negotiations resulting 

in: savings due to lower ingredient cost, increased rebates and discounts; and 21% 

reduction against current costs ($1.5 million savings over three years). Trustee 

Broderick inquired as to the amount of the deductible and if they are required to 

satisfy that amount first before payment is made by the insurance.  Ms. Yefsky 

commented that for the PPO she believes it is $1,000 and there are copays for 

services. Trustee Broderick commented that she has to pay everything until she 

reaches her deductible and it seems to be the norm now is a $1,000 payment up 

front. Ms. Yefsky commented that there have been benchmark studies done and 

there is a difference in benefits for different sectors of work arenas. Trustee Morales 

asked if there was a higher percentage of employees enrolled in the HMO insurance 

this year versus last year for cost savings.  Ms. Yefsky stated that there are about 20 
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employees enrolled in the HMO insurance offering. 

 

1.0.6.3  President Mitchell indicated that Dr. Randy Fletcher was present to give a short 

Academic  explanation on the academic calendar and an update on Adult Ed initiatives. On 

Calendar  the calendars that are approved, we have been working off an 18-week semester,  

16 weeks of instruction, a spring or fall break and finals. We need to build 

into the calendar some days for possible disasters. The requirement is for 15 weeks  

of instruction or 75 days total of instruction. The academic calendar committee has  

reviewed this and is recommending bringing the semester down by one week.  We  

will now begin the semester after the MLK holiday. In looking at our enrollment 

date having the extra week in between the holiday should help with enrollment. We 

will be asking for approval of the calendar as described at the June board meeting. 

Dr. Fletcher further reviewed the Department of Adult Ed and Literacy program 

statistics, as well as the Early School Leavers program and statistics. Trustee 

Morales asked if we were working with Lincoln school or also known as Premier 

school. Trustee Mahalik commented that this is a school that serves students that 

have been expelled or suspended and need to finish their degree elsewhere, so this 

is the program that helps them do so. Dr. Fletcher commented that he would 

research this question to see if we are serving them. 

 
1.2 A moment of silence was observed for members of the College family, students, 

Moment  community leaders, or relatives thereof, who had passed away since the last  

of Silence     meeting. 

 

1.3 Chairman Wunderlich requested that former Trustee Sue Klen’s husband and family come  

Recognition  to the podium.  Trustee Mihelich read the resolution honoring former Trustee Sue Klen.  

of Special  Mr. John Lesson accepted the plaque and resolution honoring Ms. Klen. He thanked the  

Guest Board, President Mitchell and everyone for this honor.  He commented that he lost a wife, 

and Sue’s family lost a daughter, a sister and an aunt, but we all lost a friend.  He thanked 

the college for the opportunity that was given to Sue as a board member and he knows that 

Sue did give back to the college and the community. He feels that Sue always strived to do 

the right thing for the students, the college, the staff and the citizens of district 525.  It was 

obvious that she enjoyed the work because she ran for the board position again. Thank you 

all very, very much. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the Board 

of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring the legacy and life of 

Susan Marie Klen. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, 

Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich.  Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.4.1 Trustee Broderick read the resolution honoring Retiree Gisele Atterberry for her loyal  

Retiree  and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for over fifteen years from 2002 to 

Gisele 2017. Trustee Mike O’Connell moved, seconded by Trustee Broderick that the Board of  

Atterberry  Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Ms. Atterberry for her 

distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties. Ms. 

Atterberry thanked everyone for the recognition and commented that she has enjoyed the 

beauty of the campus, the students and everyone at the college. The motion carried 

unanimously. Ayes: Mike O’Connell, Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, and 

Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.4.2 Chairman Wunderlich read the resolution honoring Retiree Zachary Bloomfield for his  

Retiree  loyal and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for over twenty-six years from 1991  

Zachary 2017. Mr. Bloomfield commented that he is retiring but it feels like he is graduating. He  
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Bloomfield has had the opportunity to learn over the years from about 8000 students and colleagues. 

 It has been a great learning experience and thanked the Board for giving him the 

opportunity to be a faculty member at Joliet Junior College. Trustee Broderick moved, 

seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College 

approve the resolution honoring Mr. Bloomfield for his distinguished service, diligence, 

perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties. The motion carried. Ayes: Broderick, 

Mihelich (commented that it was a pleasure working with Zach during the union 

bargaining sessions), Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Present: Mahalik. 

Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.4.3 Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the Board of  

Retiree  Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Mr. Allan Hostert for   

Allan  his distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties  

Hostert  for twenty years from 1997 to 2017. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, 

Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Present: Mahalik. Student 

Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.4.4  Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the Board of  

Retiree  Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Ms. Johnnie Johnson   

Johnnie for her distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing those  

Johnson  duties for almost thirty years from 1987 to 2017. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: 

Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich.  Student 

Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.4.5 and The retiree resolutions for Coleen Kestel-Branchaw and Michaelene Nash will be on the 

1.4.7 June agenda for approval. 

 

1.4.6 Trustee Broderick read the resolution honoring Retiree Joe Milosevich for his loyal  

Retiree  and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for over thirty-eight years from 1979 to 

Joe 2017. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the Board of  

Milosevich  Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Mr. Milosevich for his 

distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties. Mr. 

Milosevich thanked everyone for the recognition this evening. He has enjoyed his 38 

years at the college and the relationships that he has formed throughout this time. Mr. 

Milosevich has witnessed many changes and feels that this is the right time to retire.  

When he first came to the college his hope was that when he left he could leave knowing 

that he has made it a little bit better. That has only happened because of the support of the 

board and administration, which has been very endearing to him personally. He thanked 

the board for the academic freedom that they have afforded the faculty and indicated that 

it is very much appreciated. Thank you all very much. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich (commented that Joe gets much credit for the Laura 

Sprague Art Gallery but also the permanent display of art throughout the college and he 

will be missed), Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio 

favored the motion. 

 

1.4.8 Trustee Morales read the resolution honoring Retiree Gregory Pakieser for his loyal and  

Retiree  dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for twenty-one years of service from 1996 to  

Gregory 2017.  Mr. Pakieser commented that he appreciated his time here at Joliet Junior College  

Pakieser  and has accomplished many things that he never thought possible.  We have created a 

culture at Joliet Junior College that surpasses any place that he has ever worked. The 

dedication of all of the employees is so great, but does not always get noticed. While I 

know that you are going to miss me when I am gone, I am going to miss you too. Thank 

you very much for my time here at the college. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by 
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Trustee Morales that the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution 

honoring Mr. Pakieser for his distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty 

in executing those duties. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, 

Mihelich, Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored 

the motion. 

 

1.4.9 Trustee Mike O’Connell read the resolution honoring Retiree Janice Walters for her loyal  

Retiree  and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for over 16 years of service from 2001 to  

Jan  2017. Ms. Walters commented that it was wonderful being part of the first graduating  

Walters  class of Joliet Junior College’s Vet Tech program. This is such a great program for our 

students who are gainfully employed at prestigious zoos, aquariums, and many other 

areas.  Ms. Walters thanked the Board for this amazing opportunity.  Trustee Broderick 

moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College 

approve the resolution honoring Ms. Walters for her distinguished service, diligence, 

perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich (thanked Professor Walters and the other faculty 

retirees who represent 237 years of service collectively for their outstanding service), 

Morales, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.4.10  Dr. Bob Marcink, President of the Faculty Union, indicated that he would like to 

Faculty   welcome the new Board members to the college. Dr. Marcink commented on the Faculty 

Union   members retiring and offered congratulations to each of them.  They represent many 

Report   years all together and their expertise will be missed by the students and staff of the  

  college. Dr. Marcink indicated that there is a false narrative floating around that the  

  Democrats and Republicans in Springfield cannot get together. In reality, the Democrats  

  and Republicans did get together with the grand bargain for the budget. It was shot down  

  by the Governor. They voted on several bills and were going to vote on many additional  

  bills within a few days. During that time the Governor went to his people and indicated  

  that if they voted for the bills he would not primary them. As a billionaire that spent $50  

  million of his own money in the last election, he is able to do these kind of things. We  

  have a legislature that does want to get the budget settled, but their hands are tied because 

  of one person who is unwilling to move away from his agenda. In the meantime, so  

  many people are suffering. The blame should be placed on the one person that is   

  unwilling to compromise, the Governor, not our legislators. Dr. Marcink indicated that he 

  was asked to write an article for the IFT on how this budget impasse has affected the  

Community colleges across our state.  Dr. Marcink stated that it has been devastating 

across the state. JJC has been fortunate; however,there are colleges that have laid off over 

50 people, programs have been shut down and there are places that don’t know if they 

will be able to open their doors in the fall. We need to come together on this issue and 

fight it as a group.   

 

1.4.11 Dr. Kennedy stated that he would like to thank the board members that are leaving the  

Adjunct  college for all of their tireless work for JJC. Thank you for all of the continuing good  

Faculty Report  work to the newly elected trustees and to those continuing trustees. When he first began 

 attending the board meetings, he was convinced that the board was paid because of all of 

their hard work but soon was corrected. On behalf of the adjunct faculty and from the 

bottom of his heart, thank you for all of your hard work and the many, many hours that 

you put in on a volunteer basis. You bring so much expertise and guidance to this 

institution and we could not do this without you. Congratulations to the retiring faculty 

and he noted that approximately one-third of those full-time faculty retiring were once 

adjunct, so perhaps this opens additional full-time positions for our adjuncts. These 

retirees have done amazing things for the college and will be missed. 
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1.5.1  Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the minutes of the  

Regular  Board of Trustees meeting held on April 11, 2017 be approved as submitted. The  

Meeting  motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, Mike 

O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

1.6                   Ms. Tierney stated that she had not received any additional further communications.  

Communications 

 

1.7.1 There have been two requests to speak to the Board this evening. Mr. Drew Duzinskas, 

Public  who was a former student trustee, addressed the board concerning the development of a  

Comments  road through the fen and natural areas at JJC. He commented that once the fen and 

natural areas are disrupted there is no turning back.  The board made a commitment many 

years ago to ensure that this land was used as a learning laboratory and asked that the 

Board continue that commitment with this proposed project. 

 

 Ms. Rita Renwick also addressed the Board concerning the fen and natural areas at the 

college and the proposed roadway project. Ms. Renwick stated that she is a private citizen 

and a taxpayer in the district and is active in the Will County Chapter of the Illinois 

Audubon Society.  Ms. Renwick spoke to disruption of nature and wildlife here on our 

campus and reminded the Board of their commitment to the Rock Run Greenway and 

asked that they renew this commitment, to not to cause irreparable damage to the fen and 

natural areas here at JJC. Surely, there is another way for these developers to find a less 

disruptive path for their project. Please value the natural areas and the fen to respect its 

integrity enough to preserve it for future generations 

 

1.8  Trustee Morales moved, seconded by Trustee Mike O’Connell that the agenda be 

Agenda  approved. Trustee Morales asked that agenda items 2.1.2 and 2.1.3 be pulled from the 

consent agenda. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Morales, Mike O’Connell,  

Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich and Wunderlich.  Student Trustee Deserio favored the 

motion. 

 

1.9   Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the consent agenda   

Consent be approved with agenda items 2.1.2 and 2.1.3 pulled. 

Agenda 2.1.1  President recommends approval of an administrator position 

 2.2.1   President recommends the approval of retirement as requested by one faculty 

 member 

 2.3.1 President recommends approval of the summary of the FY18 salaries for eligible 

 non-union support staff 

 2.8.1 President recommends the approval of the summary of the FY18 salaries for 

  non-union part-time staff 

 2.9.1 President requests acceptance of the report on replacement of full- and part-time 

 classified employees, as presented 

 4.1 The President recommends approval to pay the listing of bills for  

   the period ending April 2017 as presented 

 4.2 The President recommends approval to award bids/contracts as follows: 

  4.2.1 Contractual Service  Panopto 

  4.2.2 Contractual Service  TrimData 

  4.2.3 Sole Source Alpha Media (formerly Digity Media) 

  4.2.4 Bid Bridge Retaining Wall Repairs 

  4.2.5 Bid Ultrasound Program Equipment 

  4.2.6 RFP Digital Signage Software & Hardware System 

 4.3    Treasurer’s Report 

 4.4 Financial Report 
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 4.5 Tentative FY 2017-2018 Budget 

     4.6 Board of Trustees approval of Crossroads 55 Intergovernmental Agreement with 

 the Village of Channahon 

 8.1 Approval and Third Reading Board Policy 4.03.00-Oral English Proficiency 

 8.2 Approval and Third Reading Board Policy 4.04.00-Graduation Requirements 

 8.3 Approval and Third Reading Board Policy 4.25.00-Use of Human Subjects in 

  Research projects  

   The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Morales, Mike 

O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

2.1.2   Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the Board of Trustees of  

FY 18 Joliet Junior College approve the President’s recommendation for approval of one year  

Contracts  administrator/professional contracts for FY18. Trustee Morales commented that in the 

information that the Board received it shows that the salaries consist of 64% of the 

budget. We recently have risen tuition twice because of our economic situation. Trustee 

Morales indicated that she is having a difficult time in approving the salaries increases 

which come up to about a quarter of a million dollars when we are struggling with the 

enrollment, raising tuition and raising taxes. Trustee Morales stated that she would like to 

have additional discussion on this matter before voting on these items. Trustee Broderick 

stated that this material is not for the Board to have discussion on, as she learned through 

her involvement with ICCTA, that if the President makes the recommendation on 

personnel items either the Board approves it or does not approve it. We are a policy board 

and not a micro-management board. If an individual board member would like to discuss 

the information further with the president one on one that can be done. This is the 

President’s job, not the Board’s job as policy makers. Chairman Wunderlich commented 

that this Board does not set the salaries of administrators and the Board either approves 

the recommendation of the President or denies her recommendation. Chairman 

Wunderlich suggested that if there are questions about certain individuals, the trustee can 

make an appointment and talk with the president. Trustee Morales stated that she would 

like to schedule a meeting with the president because she feels we need to hold people 

accountable that may not be bringing in the numbers and/or creating a collaborative 

environment.  Trustee Morales indicated that she is not sure that we need to be rewarding 

everyone every single year with a renewed contract and a salary increase. We are asking 

the community to pay taxes and are increasing tuition, yet there is no sacrifice on the part 

of the administration and struggles with this recommendation. President Mitchell 

commented that we have had significant reduction in the administration area over the 

years and would be happy to share that information with Trustee Morales. The motion 

carried. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, Mihelich, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Nays: 

Morales. Student Trustee Deserio favored the motion. 

 

2.1.3   Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales the Board of Trustees of  

FY 18  Joliet Junior College approve the president’s recommendation of approval of the  

Salaries  summary of the FY18 salaries for administrators/professional staff. Trustee Morales 

stated that this is the same situation that she discussed for agenda item 2.1.2. Trustee 

Morales indicated that every single department is responsible for recruitment, persistence 

and retention of our students. She feels that we should not be awarding raises while 

asking the community to give more. Trustee Broderick commented that, once again, this 

is a presidential recommendation and we are not to micromanage in this area.  Trustee 

Morales stated that she is not micromanaging, rather speaking up as a board member. 

Trustee Mike O’Connell stated that Trustee Morales makes some good points, but this 

should be handled directly with the President. Our administrators as a whole, are paid less 

than our sister colleges. Trustee Broderick reminded everyone that the tuition increase of 

$19 was because of the lack of state funding; if we had the funding the $16 portion of the 
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increase would not have been needed. The motion carried. Ayes: Broderick, Mahalik, 

Mihelich, Mike O’Connell and Wunderlich. Nays: Morales. Student Trustee Deserio 

favored the motion. 

 

6.  Trustee Broderick stated that she would like everyone to know that an outstanding lunch  

Board  was served at our City Center Campus. The people were very impressed with food, the  

Comments  facility and the cost of the food. She thanked Amy for getting the information out on 

social media. 

 

7.1 – 7.17  Chairman Wunderlich indicate that there were First Readings of Board Policies in the  

First Readings   board book. 

Board Policies 

 

9.1            Trustee Broderick requested that Kristi Mulvey come to the podium to give the 

Foundation        Foundation Report. Ms. Mulvey commented that the scholarship application process 

Report           has a deadline of tonight at midnight. We extended the deadline 30 days from previous  

           years to give students plenty of time to apply. The Foundation received 25 Awards 

           for Excellence grant applications for a total of $144,966.41. The Foundation Awards for  

           excellence Committee chaired by Foundation Board member Noreen Dollinger will  

           be choosing $50,000 worth of projects to fund. The funds will be released to the                                        

                          various departments on July 1, 2017. The 2018 Foundation Budget will be approved  

           on Wednesday May 17, 2017. There are several initiatives that will be increased 

                     for next year that support decisions that have had to be implemented due to the  

           state of Illinois. An example of this is an increase of endowments and high school  

                          scholarships that will align with the tuition increase. The Employee Giving campaign  

           ended on Friday. This year our numbers surpassed 2016. We had an increase of  

                          employees that made donations and our total gift amounts increased. I will share those  

                          exact totals next month.  

 

9.2 Trustee Broderick indicated that she attended the ICCTA Lobby Day in Springfield 

ICCTA  and met with many of our legislators to discuss the lack of higher education funding. We  

Report  talked about balancing the budget; financial models that JJC is following; stop gap 

funding; and the four year BSN pilot program. Trustee Broderick indicated that she  

received a nomination for the position of Treasurer. Those nominations will be voted 

upon at the June annual meeting of ICCTA. We also discussed the possibility of a 

consortium to come together on possible actions toward the state for not passing the 

budget for the repercussions and irreparable damage that the higher education is 

experiencing due to lack of funding. 

 

9.3   Student Trustee Deserio presented a power point on the following: in March and April, 

Student  the office of student government has been collecting plastic grocery bags for an 

Trustee   organization called new life for old bags that weave them into mats for the homeless; 

Report   we hosted the open forum where seven out of the nine candidates participated in this  

  forum; the office of student activities hosted a sustainability dine and discuss luncheon;  

  hosted the second emerging leaders program; catholic ministries, along with Latinos  

  Unidos and other clubs through the office of multicultural services, volunteered at  

  Hopkins Park for a food distribution event; OSA and the holistic wellness group hosted a  

  wellness week; student government hosted an event entitled Joliet Junior College got  

  Talent; hosted an Earth Day Recycled Art Show; and our three day Spring Fling. Trustee  

  Morales asked Student Trustee Deserio what he has been hearing from the students on the 

  subject of the proposed roadway through the Fen and Natural Areas of the college.  

  Student Trustee Deserio indicated that he has heard quite a bit of discussion from both  

  students for the project and from students that are against the project. At this time he  
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  would not want to say which way the majority of the students are leaning. He would like  

  to discuss this in more detail with more students. Trustee Morales asked how he plans to  

  accomplish the communication to reach additional students.  Student Trustee Deserio  

  stated that he would like to host town hall meetings. Trustee Morales commented that she 

  hopes that due diligence is given to this subject because this is a very important   

  discussion.  We have heard from so many community and staff members with their  

  concerns on this project and it is vital that we dig deep into the student body to get their  

  input on this matter. Trustee Broderick indicated that she has been in touch with the Will  

  County Forest Preserve concerning the Fen and has asked them for their input on this  

  proposed project.  

 

9.4   Trustee Mike O’Connell indicated that the committee met before the meeting tonight.  

Buildings & We reviewed the bids and noted that the bridge retaining wall bid came in $18,000 under  

Grounds  what was estimated for the cost of that project. The City Center still has a little millwork  

Report   that is being completed; next Monday the fence is going up around the old hotel and the 

following week it will be demolished. The event center and Romeoville campus are 

basically complete and there will be some summer classes, but full scale classes will be 

offered this fall;  we have had four proposals for the operation of the Renaissance 

banquet facility but we will be reissuing the RFP as a couple of the companies were 

unsure of what we were loking for at the facility.  The goal is to have a recommendation 

at the June board meeting. 

 

9.5  Trustee Morales indicated that there were over 450 people in attendance at the Earth  

Sustainability  Day celebration. We have seven students that are working on four National Wildlife  

Report   Federal Equal Projects currently. Trustee Morales commented that she attended the 

meeting earlier and was very impressed with the level of work.  Some of them are 

engineering majors and have excellent faculty mentors as evidenced by the high level of 

work being accomplished.We have 300 of the 400 pounds of pastic caps that are needed 

for the child care project. Faculty member, Maria Rafac, was one of the three recipients 

of the Illinois Green Economoy Network (IGEN) award campus sustainability champion. 

Three of the nominees were full time professors and Maria is part-time and deserves 

many kudos for all that she does. 

  
9.6   President Mitchell indicated that she would like to congratulate Dr. Bob Marcink and the 

President’s  student newspaper group for receiving eighteen awards, for the second consecutive year, 

Report   at the Illinois Community College Journalisim award spring conference. On April 20th the  

college held its annual Employee Service Award Banquet.  Collectively, all employees 

recognized exceeded 2000 years of service to Joliet Junior College.  I would like to thank 

Trustee Mike O’Connell for representing the Board, and for personally awarding me with 

my 20 years of service award. 

  

Last Thursday I helped to kick off JJC’s first annual Arbor Day Celebration.  Thank you 

to Professors Maria Rafac and Andy Neill for sharing the stage with me as we paid 

respect and thanks to Dr. Zales.  Dr. Zales was recognized for his efforts in 1999 as both 

the trail and arboretum were named after him. I would like to add that the college won the 

Conservation Foundation’s Sustainable Development Award in 2015 due to the continued 

investment we’ve made in our natural areas and arboretum. 

 

Most recently I attended the AACC conference in New Orleans, where the first two days 

I participated in the new CEO Academy.  Several of the topics included: hearing from 

current presidents, lessons learned in their first year; Walter Bumphus sharing updates 

from AACC at the national level; college culture and mission: making the connection, 

and several others. Sessions on Sunday and Monday also aligned perfectly with recent 
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updates provided to you: Pathways in progress…college readiness and completion; 

Latino Higher Education Infrastructures, a viable pathway towards completion 2020; 

Broadening and Deepening the Pathways: second year of a student success strategy. 

I will be holding a retreat with my Cabinet members later this month where I will share 

many of these best practices with the team.    

 

Reminder Dates: 

Joliet Township’s Salute to Service Partnership dinner is tomorrow night, where JJC will 

be recognized as the 2017 Superintendent Medallion Recipient.   

JJC’s first commencement in our new Event Center is Friday, May 12.  Just a reminder 

the VIP reception will be held at 4:00.   

 

9.6  Chairman Wunderlich wished everyone a Happy May Day and thanked everyone for 

Chairman’s  coming to the meeting this evening.  

Report 

 

10 Trustee Mike O’Connell moved, seconded by Trustee Morales for the meeting to  

Adjourn  adjourn at 7:42 p.m. A voice vote was taken and carried unanimously.  


