
 

        BOARD AGENDA ITEM 1.5.1    

        March 14, 2017 

                              Minutes 02/21/17 

     

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 525 

JOLIET JUNIOR COLLEGE 

 

 
1.0 Call  The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College 

to Order   Illinois Community College District #525 held at, Joliet Junior College, 1215 Houbolt 

Road, Board Room, Joliet, IL was called to order by Chairman Wunderlich at 5:31 p.m. 

on Tuesday, February 21, 2017.  

 

1.0.1   Trustees Maureen Broderick    Patty Deiters  

Roll Call  Present: Andy Mihelich    Alicia Morales  

Dan O’Connell     Bob Wunderlich  

Trustee 

Absent:  Mike O’Connell 

   

Student  Kathleen Duong 

  Trustee Present:  

 

   
Welcome Chairman Wunderlich welcomed the guests to the Joliet Junior College regular  

monthly Board meeting. This evening we will be honoring the recipient of the J. D. Ross 

award, Mr. Glen Marcum. This award will be accepted by his wife and children this 

evening. 

 

1.0.3  Trustee Mihelich presented the award on behalf of Joliet Junior College to Mrs. Marcum.  

J. D. Ross  Trustee Mihelich commented that the J. D. Ross Extraordinary Award is the highest award 

Extraordinary  that JJC bestows on an individual. Senator Bertino-Tarrant and Representative Manley 

Service   nominated and provided an excellent recommendation and application for Glen Marcum. 

Award   Trustee Mihelich commented that Mr. Marcum shone through the many highly esteemed  

recommendations that the college received for this award. Mrs. Marcum indicated that the 

family would like to thank the college for honoring Glen. His time at JJC meant a lot to 

him. He was a graduate of the JJC automotive program and was proud to be a mechanic. 

He was tireless in giving back to the community and that was what he believed in. Glen 

would be very proud and humbled to receive this award, so thank you very much. Senator 

Bertino-Tarrant thanked the committee for choosing Mr. Glen Marcum for this award. He 

was a very giving community person and was very involved with any project he took on. 

Trustee Mihelich moved, seconded by Trustee Broderick that the Joliet Junior College 

approve Mr. Glen Marcum as the J D. Ross Extraordinary Award recipient. The motion 

carried unanimously. Ayes: Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters and 

Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

 

1.0.4  President Mitchell requested that Mr. Curt Paddock, director of Will County Land Use 

Business  come to the podium to present the Amicus Terrae Award to Professor Rafac. Mr. Paddock 

Meeting  indicated that it is privilege to re-present this award to Ms. Rafac this evening as it had  



 

already been presented by Will County Executive Larry Walsh at a meeting in December. 

Mr. Paddock explained the meaning of the Amicus Terrae Award and indicated that is the 

highest award that can be bestowed upon an individual as a friend of the land. Tonight we 

will recognize and honor one of the college’s esteemed professors, Ms. Maria Anna Rafac. 

Ms. Rafac commented that she is very humbled and proud to receive this award and is 

aware that without the support of the board of JJC nothing mentioned in this award could 

have been accomplished. She would like to thank the college for its support, for bringing on 

a sustainability coordinator, and for consistently nodding their heads on the many ideas she 

presents. 

 

President Mitchell indicated that the Grundy Economic Development Council  

  (GEDC) has requested that Joliet Junior College participate in a three year tax 

 Abatement for Minooka Hotel. Ms. Nancy Norton, CEO for GEDC,  indicated that this 

abatement would be for building a Marriott extended stay hotel with 87 guest rooms at the 

Route 80 interchange in Minooka by constructing a new building, with a total investment 

estimated at $10.1 million.  The taxable portion of the investment is estimated at $8.6 

million and would create 25 new job positions.  The GEDC evaluation is a point system 

based on economic, strategic and fiscal impacts of the project.  This project scored a three 

year abatement of 75% for the first year, 50% for the second year and 25% for the third and 

final year.  As of today support has been received by Minooka High School, the Library, 

the Village, the County and the grade school has it on their agenda this evening.  Trustee 

Broderick asked why we would want to grant a tax abatement to Marriott as it is such a 

well-established company. Ms. Norton indicated that because it is such an established 

company is the reason that they have been trying so hard to attract this type of business to 

the county. Ms. Norton indicated that she is happy to report that all of the taxing bodies 

have supported the tax abatement request for the Cold Storage company that she addressed 

the board on at their last board meeting. 

 

President Mitchell commented that we have Mr. Tom Durkin with us this again this 

evening and he will be updating the board on the Crossroads 55 Project proposal that was 

presented at the last meeting. We are in the process of negotiating the annexation 

agreement with Venture One, as well as finalizing the draft intergovernmental agreement 

that we spoke of the last time we were here. We have received the IGA agreement feedback 

from the developer this afternoon and hope to finalize and forward the agreement to the 

various taxing bodies for approval at their upcoming meetings. Trustee Broderick asked 

how many approvals this project has received by the taxing bodies. Mr. Durkin commented 

that at this point there could be no approvals because we are still finalizing the IGA. 

However, no dire concerns have been expressed by any of the taxing bodies and the 

feedback has been very positive. The total project is 4 million square feet.  Each building 

will be about 1 million square feet, we are asking that the taxes be abated until the building 

reaches $4 million, then all of the taxes will be returned to the taxing bodies, and for JJC 

the tax amount would equate to approximately $40,000 from the first building. Trustee 

Mihelich commented that we are currently receiving $200 for this property. Trustee 

Broderick asked what the costs were for the sewer and water. Mr. Durkin commented that 

the sewer is not part of this IGA project. Trustee Broderick asked if this project was solely 

the developers meaning that there are no other partners to recapture improvements from. 

Mr. Mark Goode answered that this is their project. Trustee Broderick asked if Crossroads 

55 would be using local tradesmen for the project. Mr. Goode answered that yes we will be 

opening up the bids to the local labor pool. Trustee Broderick expressed concerns regarding 

the inability to complete the project and the costs associated with this project.  Mr. Goode 

indicated that Crossroads 55 money is being fronted by them so there is no risk to the 

taxing bodies. Trustee Broderick asked if they had any tenants for this project currently. 

Mr. Goode indicated not at this time but they will be marketing the building to companies 

such as: Amazon, Georgia Pacific, 3-M, Target or Mars as examples. Trustee Broderick 



 

inquired if all of the property in this project will be changed to industrial so that if all of the 

buildings are not built, the remaining parcels will be taxed at industrial rather than 

agriculture. Mr. Durkin indicated that was the goal of the zoning procedure. Trustee Dan 

O’Connell asked where the water would be coming from this project. It was indicated that 

there are two sources available, but primarily will be from the Channahon municipal 

services and will be tied into the IDI water loop. Trustee Deiters inquired if the Village of 

Channahon would have to expand their water treatment facility for sewage plans. Mr. 

Durkin indicated that the sewage treatment goes to Joliet of which they have a partnership 

agreement. The amount of water used is minimal in these types of buildings. Trustee 

Broderick asked if we would have the Village of Channahon’s Board approval by the time 

that we are asked to approve this project. Mr. Durkin indicated that typically the Village of 

Channahon’s Board votes last because they want to make sure that all of the taxing bodies 

are in favor of the tax abatements.  

 

Ms. Julie Curry and Mr. Brent Hassert updated the Board of  Trustees on Legislative 

matters for the State of Illinois. Ms. Curry commented that this evening they would like to 

touch on what is going on in Springfield; what is the status of the budget negotiations; and 

an update on the downtown City Center project. Last week the Governor laid out his goals 

for the current fiscal year and for the next fiscal year. Last year there was a stopgap budget 

for partial payment of funds that went through December. The senate has been negotiating 

the grand bargain. The house will be back in session next week and it is expected that they 

will vote on the remainder of the bills that are part of the proposal. All of the bills must pass 

or the final bill, the revenue bill, does not pass. Senate bill 6 provides the funding 

mechanism for the $10 million Joliet Junior College was awarded back in 2014 by 

Governor Quinn for the downtown City Center Campus. Ms. Curry stated that she believes 

that there is agreement with everyone to finally put all of the politics aside and to move this 

bill forward. There is interest in bringing forward capital projects but until the budget is 

resolved, there are no funds available to fund these projects. Trustee Broderick commented 

that she was at luncheon and there was indication that Cullerton was calling back members 

to vote on the budget proposal. Mr. Hassert commented that both leaders have indicated 

that next week is the week to vote on the grand bargain bipartisan budget and reform 

package. Trustee Deiters asked if the governor would sign the reform package. Ms. Curry 

indicated that it still would have to go through the house for approval before it would go to 

the governor for approval. Trustee Mihelich indicated that he would like to recognize Ms. 

Curry and Mr. Hassert for their initial efforts going back three years. Trustee Mihelich 

indicated that when he was board chair one of this goals was to find a way to fund the City 

Center Campus with institutional monies with the intent that whenever the state had the 

money they would reimburse the college. Trustee Mihelich worked diligently with Senator 

Pat McGuire and Representative Larry Walsh for six months on this project with little 

results. Trustee Mihelich requested that the president pursue a method to help us attain a 

firm so that we could further pursue the project and this firm was selected. Within two 

weeks, they had given us a solution with the Illinois Capital Development Board and the 

Illinois Community College Board on the way to complete the City Center Campus, but 

still giving us the option to recoup the funds when the state funds are available.  Trustee 

Mihelich commented that they have already earned their fees for years to come. Ms. Curry 

commented that this project has taken so many turns but both she and Mr. Hassert believe 

that we will get the $10 million promised to the college by former Governor Quinn. 

 

1.1  President Mitchell led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Pledge 

 

1.2 A moment of silence was observed for members of the College family, students, 

Moment  community leaders, or relatives thereof, who had passed away since the last  

of Silence     meeting. 



 

 

 

1.4.1 President Mitchell indicated that one of our students, Ashley Lopez, will read the procla- 

Proclamation  mation designating March as Women’s History Month in Illinois Community College 

Women’s Community College District 525. Trustee Deiters moved, seconded by Trustee 

History Month Morales that the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the Women’s History  

 month proclamation as read.  The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Deiters, Mihelich, 

Morales, Dan O’Connell, Broderick, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the 

motion.   

 

1.4.2 Trustee Dan O’Connell read the resolution honoring Retiree Kathleen Dolosic for her  

Retiree  loyal and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for thirteen and one-half years  

Dolosic  from 2003 to 2017. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Dan O’Connell that 

the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Ms. 

Dolosic for her distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing 

those duties. Trustee Mihelich commented that he hired Ms. Dolosic when he was in 

charge of the IET and will miss her. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, 

Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong 

favored the motion. 

 

1.4.3 Trustee Morales read the resolution honoring Retiree Bruce Kuzmanich for his  

Retiree  loyal and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for twenty three years  

Kuzmanich  from 1994 to 2017. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the 

Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Mr. 

Kuzmanich for his distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in 

executing those duties. Trustee Mihelich commented that he also hired Mr. Kuzmanich 

when he was in charge of the IET and will miss him as well. The motion carried 

unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell, and 

Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.4.4 Trustee Broderick read the resolution honoring Retiree Larry Sladek for his  

Retiree  loyal and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for a total of seven years  

Sladek  from 2010 to 2017. Trustee Dan O’Connell moved, seconded by Trustee Morales that the 

Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Mr. Sladek for 

his distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing those duties. 

The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Dan O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, 

Morales, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.4.5 Chairman Wunderlich read the resolution honoring Retiree Adolph Scheiwe for his  

Retiree  loyal and dedicated service to Joliet Junior College for seventeen years of service 

Scheiwe  from 1999 to 2017. Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Dan O’Connell that 

the Board of Trustees of Joliet Junior College approve the resolution honoring Mr. 

Scheiwe for his distinguished service, diligence, perseverance, and loyalty in executing 

those duties. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, 

Morales, Dan O’Connell, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.4.6  Dr. Bob Marcink, President of the Faculty Union, indicated that he would like to 

Faculty   congratulate Larry Sladek on his retirement. Larry has been great to work with and was 

Union   very helpful and knowledgeable.  The college will miss him and personally, he will miss 

Report   him as well. Dr. Marcink also congratulated Maria Rafac on the amazing award that she  

received and noted that she puts in a tremendous amount of work for this good cause. The 

professional development sessions were recently held and there was very good feedback 

from the sessions offered.  

 



 

 

 

1.4.7 Dr. Kennedy stated that he does not have a report this evening. 

Adjunct  

Faculty Report   

 

1.5.1  Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the minutes of the  

Regular  Board of Trustees meeting held on January 10, 2017 be approved as submitted. The  

Meeting  motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan 

O’Connell, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.6                   Ms. Tierney stated that she had not received any additional further communications.  

Communications 

 

1.7.1 There have been no requests to speak to the Board this evening.  

Public   

Comments 

 

1.8  Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the agenda be approved. 

Agenda  Trustee Morales indicated that she has a question pertaining to the items on the consent 

agenda in the personnel section. It was indicated that the consent agenda items are 

referenced by three asterisks. Trustee Morales commented that she has questions on 

section 2.2.4, 2.2.5, 2.7.1 and 2.7.2 concerning non-renewal of grant positions. Trustee 

Morales inquired if these positions will be re-hired at some point. President Mitchell 

commented that once grant funds are received the individuals would be rehired into the 

positions. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, 

Dan O’Connell and Wunderlich.  Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

1.9   Trustee Dan O’Connell moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the items identified   

Consent as consent agenda items be approved with the removal of agenda items 2.2.4, 2.2.5, 2.7.1  

Agenda  and 2.7.2. 

  

2.1.1 President recommends appointment of treasurer of the district  

2.2.1 President recommends the approval of a temporary one-semester appointment of 

assistant professor, fine arts 

2.2.2 President recommends the approval of collective bargaining agreement with the 

Joliet United Adjuncts Coalition, IEA-NEA 

2.2.3 President recommends approval of tenure for four faculty members 

2.2.6 President recommends approval of retirement as requested by one faculty 

 member 

2.8.1 President recommends approval of workers compensation settlement case 

number: 0028260412 

2.8.2 President recommends approval of workers compensation settlement case 

number: 0028291725 

2.9.1  President requests acceptance of the report on replacement of full-   

   and part-time classified employees, as presented    

 4.1 The President recommends approval to pay the listing of bills for  

   the period ending January 31, 2017 as presented 

4.2 The President recommends approval to award bids/contracts as follows: 

  4.2.1 Contractual Service-ESM Solutions  

           4.2.2 Contractual Services-ATI Physical Therapy 

          4.2.3 Sole Source-Development Institute 

4.3    Treasurer’s Report 

 4.4 Financial Report 



 

 8.4 Approval and Third Reading Board Policy 1.06.00 Organizational Structures and  

  Shared Governance (New) 

 8.5 Approval and Third Reading Board Policy 1.90.00 Naming of Buildings and 

 Other Properties  

 8.6 Approval and Third Reading Board Policy 1.85.00 Building and Location 

 Identification (Delete) 

 The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Dan O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, 

Morales, and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion.  

 

2.2.4  Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Dan O’Connell that the Board of Trustees  

Reappointment  of Joliet Junior College approve the reappointment of nine non-tenured faculty members.  

Non-Tenured  Trustee Morales commented that we are looking at a possible tuition increase and  

Faculty  indicated that she would like to know how these new positions are incorporated into the 

possible tuition increase. She had raised several questions concerning the tenure process 

and asked President Mitchell to elaborate on the process. President Mitchell commented 

that she had responded to Trustee Morales via email on her questions. President Mitchell 

pointed out that this is for reappointment of current faculty that are non-tenured, so they 

are not new hires and their positions are currently in budget. The College conforms to the 

Illinois state law on the tenure process. The tenure process is managed by the tenure 

committee and this committee actually makes the recommendation for tenure approval to 

the appropriate dean and vice president. An important part of this recommendation is the 

work of the department chair. Non-tenured faculty and the department chair engage in a 

three year process of classroom observation, written reviews and finally the 

recommendation to the dean and vice president to move forward with the tenure. Trustee 

Morales asked what salary scale would be used for the faculty tenure.  President Mitchell 

stated that the salary scale is in accordance with the faculty contract. All of the contracts 

are on the College’s portal and can be viewed. Trustee Morales indicated that she wanted 

to make sure that this would not be an increase in our budget, as we need to look for ways 

to hold down our costs so that we keep our tuition costs at a minimum. President Mitchell 

stated that these faculty are already teaching for the college so their costs are already in 

the budget. The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, 

Morales, Dan O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

2.2.5 Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the Board of Trustees of    

Tenure  Joliet Junior College approve the tenure extension for one non-tenured faculty member 

Extension  The motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan 

O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

2.7.1 Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the Board of Trustees of  

Grant  Joliet Junior College approve the non-reappointment of professional staff that 

Non- are at least 50% funded by federal, state and local grant programs. Trustee Morales  

Reappointment  commented that she is concerned that we were doing a massive lay off and wanted to 

know if these positions would be rehired. President Mitchell commented that they will be 

rehired once the grant funding is received. Trustee Morales asked if with the current state 

funding do we expect to receive these funds. President Mitchell stated that she feels 

confident that we will receive grant funding for these positions; however, there is no 

guarantee. Trustee Mihelich explained that we need to give 60 days’ notice to the grant 

funded employees of non-reappointment because if we did not receive the grant funding 

the college would have to absorb the costs of employment for these employees. 

Typically, funding is received and the empoyees are reappointed. The motion carried 

unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell and 

Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong favored the motion. 

 

2.7.2 Trustee Morales moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters that the Board of Trustees of Joliet  



 

Grant  Junior College approve the non-reappointment of support, clerical and other staff that are  

Non-  at least 50% funded by federal, state and local grant programs. Trustee Morales 

commented that she has the same concern as voiced in agenda item 2.7.1. These people 

are very hard workers and she does not want to see any mass layoffs. The motion carried 

unanimously. Ayes: Morales, Dan O’Connell, Broderick, Deiters, Mihelich and 

Wunderlich. Trustee Duong favored the motion.      

6.    

Board No comments this evening.  

Comments   

 

7. Chairman Wunderlich indicated that the following policies are first readings: 

New 7.1 First Reading Board Policy 12.03.00-Emergency Medical/Personal Injury 

Business 

  

8. President Mitchell reviewed the following policies as second readings:  

Old  8.1 Second Reading Board Policy 1.10.01-Officers of the Board – Duties (Revised) 

Business 8.2 Second Reading Board Policy 1.11.00-Board Member Development  

 8.3 Second Reading Board Policy 4.02.00-School Calendar (Revised) 

       Trustee Mihelich would like to see a statement added that the college administration will 

notify the Board member if he/she has not completed the required training. President 

Mitchell indicated that we could add that sentence to the policy.  

 

9.1            Trustee Broderick requested that Kristi Mulvey come to the podium to give the 

Foundation        Foundation Report. Ms. Kristi Mulvey reported the following: Our partners at CITGO 

Report          came to meet their scholarship recipients last Wednesday. The college hosted a press    

           conference and thanked them for their continued support of JJC students and programs.     

           Will County Executive Larry Walsh attended the event. Citgo took everyone out for    

dinner after the press conference. I want to thank Dean Amy Murphy for her hard work 

bringing these corporate partnerships to the college to benefit out students. Reminder that 

on Saturday March 4th we are having the 10th anniversary celebration of the Weitendorf 

Event Center. We currently have over 317 guests attending the event. If you are 

interested in attending please let me know this week. Nominations are still open for the 

Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award and the Susan H. Wood Award. If you would 

like to nominate someone for either of these awards, please look on the alumni website to  

          Current sponsorship numbers for 2017 are $31,050 for General and $13,500 for the           

Weitendorf Anniversary event for a total of $51,550. We are still following up on 

solicitations. I will keep you updated on the numbers each month. The current occupancy 

at Centennial Commons is 40%. We have already had 500 students apply for 

scholarships. We received feedback from our high school counselors concerning the 

timing of offering scholarships, so we have extended the time to May for the awarding of 

a full scholarship to on their nominated students. Trustee Morales commented that over 

500 students have applied for the scholarships already, which is wonderful.  Trustee 

Deiters commented that she was at a state of the union address and several people 

commented on the great job that Ms. Mulvey and her staff are doing. 

 

9.2 Trustee Broderick indicated that Dr. Mitchell, Kelly Rohder and herself attended the  

ICCTA  ACCT Legislative conference this past week in Washington, DC. We were able to meet  

Report  with several of our legislative representatives to express concerns for JJC and the Higher 

Education system. The top discussions centered on the support of the Pell grant year 

round; the reauthorization of the higher education act; funding for federal student aid and 

instructional aid student programs; the dreamers act; make students eligible for federal 

financial assistance; lowering rates on student loans; tax benefits for higher education; 

support for new and existing programs for our veterans; easier understanding of FAFSA; 

and reauthorization of the Perkins act. We met with Adam Kinsinger, Bill Foster, Dan 



 

Lipinski, Robin Kelly and Randy Holgren.  We also met with Senator Richard Durbin 

and Tammy Duckworth. We attended a session where Betsy DeVoss was the speaker. 

She shared her concerns for higher education and the importance of community colleges 

to their communities. The Title III program coordinator was also present at the summit 

and we thanked her for the grant the college had received in 2015 for $2.1 million over a 

five-year period. Trustee Broderick felt that it was a good representation of the college 

while visiting our legislators because we had administration, communications and a 

trustee present. We had informational folders put together by Ms. Rohder and left our 

legislators with the folder, which contained a good deal of information on the college. We 

asked that our federal legislators reach out to our Illinois legislators to encourage them to 

get the budget passed. Trustee Broderick shared information that was included in the 

folders prepared for the legislators. Trustee Deiters inquired if Senator Durbin brought up 

his proposal on fining community colleges if students did not repay student loans. Trustee 

Broderick commented that she did not recall any discussion on this topic. President 

Mitchell indicated that they did discuss the issue of high interest rates on student loans. 

 

9.3   Student Trustee Duong presented a power point on the following: office of student  

Student  activities hosted welcome week; mainstreet with various student clubs showcasing  

Trustee Report their clubs and what they can offer students; first year student lunch; dialogue on   

  diversity, which was part of the Black History Month; live band and karaoke contest;  

  women’s basketball team are currently competing in the Region IV quarter final games;  

  and the  men’s basketball team will be competing in the Region IV quarter final games  

  tomorrow evening. Student Trustee Duong indicated that she has worked closely with  

  SGA to survey students on the increase of tuition proposal as well as receiving many  

  emails from students on this issue.  Ms. Duong indicated that her conclusion is that  

  students understand the tuition increase and support it with the differential tuition  

  increase component. Ms. Duong indicated that she has been working closely with  

  President Mitchell who has also addressed the students.  They will work with Ms.  

  Mulvey closely to assist students that have financial problems because of this tuition  

  increase. 

 

9.4   Trustee Dan O’Connell indicated that the committee met before the meeting tonight.  

Buildings & We have four major projects in process at this time, which are nearing completion.   

Grounds  The City Center Campus is serving lunches and dinners and he has heard rave reviews  

Report   on the food being served to the community. The city center campus, Romeoville campus 

new portion and the convention center should be complete by the end of this month. The 

grand opening of the City Center Campus will be held in April. Trustee Mihelich 

commented that the completion of these last three buildings signify the end of the master 

plan that the board approved seven years ago and these projects were completed on time 

and within budget. Trustee Broderick stated that we are watchful that we are not over 

budget on any of the changes in the work being completed on these projects.  President 

Mitchell commended Rick Lyman for taking on the role of construction manager for the 

final three projects and has done a phenomenal job. 

 

9.5  Trustee Morales indicated that the committee met on January 26th. The co-chair  

Sustainability  introduced our new dean, Patricia Zuccarello.  As the new Dean of Career & Technical,  

Report   Patty also serves as the committee Chair. This committee meeting was dedicated to 

reviewing the committee charter and discussion of changes as follows: The formal 

process for submitted recommended changes was reviewed. Committee discussion: 

Student voting rights and representation; creating additional Co-Chair position-each co-

chair will be a representative of one academic and one non-academic representation, each 

for a two-year term with alternating election years. Discussed general charter verbiage: 

Sub-Committees formed: general charter verbiage to review and rewrite areas as 

discussed during the meeting to present at next committee meeting for approval; review 



 

committee goals and values as presented in the charter to present at the next committee 

meeting for approval; and the committee voted to appoint Nataliya Marchenko, Professor 

Business Education, as academic Co-chair. The January Sustainability Initiatives Updates 

are as follows: On-Campus Sustainability Internship- This student will be responsible for 

marketing and engagement initiatives and will work directly with our sustainability 

Coordinator. Student Sustainability Fund;  Plastic Bottle Cap Collection; Water Audit 

Training-seven students from JJC will attend training though the Illinois Sustainable 

Technology Center at the University of Illinois, funded by SMHEC. As part of their 

EcoLeader Project, they will use this training to conduct water audit at JJC campuses. 

NWF EcoCareers Virtual Conference-we will be hosting the conference on February 22nd 

and 23rd here at JJC through the National Wildlife Federation. Leading professionals from 

national organizations and businesses will share insider knowledge on the latest 

EcoCareer trends, current employment demands across a variety of green career fields, 

and how project-based leadership enhances employability. Terracycle - Pens, Markers 

and Mechanical Pencil collection-we have meet with the JJC Clerical Union to get their 

buy-in and cooperation to help us collect in their departments/areas. We will also be 

looking to expand this initiative to students, possibly collaborating with the student 

government association. SET 100: Introduction to Sustainability-our new transferable 

two credit hour, 8-week course will be offered again this semester as a late start class, 

beginning March 7th. We currently have 19 students enrolled. EcoLeaders Projects-we 

are working with 7 students on 5 different projects (more information to come) through 

the South Metropolitan Higher Education Consortium SMHEC and the National Wildlife 

Federation NWF. Upon completion, those students will receive an internationally 

recognized professional credential. Keep your eyes open for Earth Month 2017; we have 

many things planned both on campus and out in the community for April. 

  Trustee Morales congratulated Ms. Maria Rafac on the well deserved award that she 

received this evening. 

 

9.6   President Mitchell asked that our new vice president of administrative services, Rob 

President’s  Galick come to the podium to give a two minute elevator speech.  Mr. Galick thanked the 

Report   Board for the opportunity to serve the college and commented on what he would like to  

  accomplish for the college. Thank you to Senator Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant, Senator Pat  

  McGuire, Major Lynn Lowder, and Dale Eisenberg for visiting JJC on January 17th to  

  discuss a potential opportunity for development of a Veterans Small Business Training  

  Center.  Preliminary discussions took place to see whether or not JJC could serve as a  

  pilot site to offer training that supports veterans who would like to become small business 

  owners.  If successful, JJC could serve as a model for other community colleges   

  statewide.  Both Amy Murphy and Dr. Trevell Eddins will continue to investigate, and  

  bring a proposal back to the president’s cabinet when ready.  I would like to congratulate  

  Professor Mike Hainzinger and his JJC College Bowl team (Brad Stone and Derrick  

  Igbo) on their 5th place finish at the Illinois State Tournament held a John A. Logan  

  Community College.  The team played exceptionally well against some very tough  

  competition! A special thank you to Coach Wayne King and the Joliet Junior College  

  basketball teams for participating in the our Troop Dreams charitable initiative, helping  

  to make deserving military family dreams and wishes come true.  Collectively they raised 

  $425 for this very important charitable cause. Congratulations also goes out to our JJC  

  Culinary Arts teams who took second place in the regional competition held at our new  

  state of the art City Center Campus in early February, only losing to the first place team  

  by ½ point. Congratulations to our 2016 Nursing students.  JJC received our State Board  

  Results and I am pleased to share with you that our RN Pass rate was 92% and our LPN  

  Pass rate was 100%, well above both the state and national averages.  Thank you to  

  everyone who helped our students with their success! Finally, JJC is proud of our eleven  

  art students who participated in the Community College Juried Student Exhibition at  

  Northern Illinois University.  Congratulations to Madeline Jager, Carolyn MacNaughton,  



 

  Angela Moreno, Marianne Nelsen, and Rodrigo Montoya Ortiz who were all considered  

  for awards, three of which received honorable mention awards.   

 

  Next I would like to share with you my communications with students pertaining to our  

  proposed tuition increase options:     

o Dr. Fletcher and I met with SGA earlier this month to share updated 

information regarding proposed tuition increase options.  The first $20 across 

the board, which was reduced from our original projections of $27 due to y 

realignment, course scheduling efficiencies, and city center staff reductions.  

We then explained the thought process for the consideration of differential 

tuition for several of our CTE programs. 

o Following the meeting, informational flyers were provided to SGA in order 

for them to share with our student body at Main Street, again providing 

tuition increase scenarios for consideration. You have a copy before you… 

o On Monday, February 6, I held a Student Town Hall Meeting to allow 

students to hear from me directly, and then open up for questions and 

answers.   

 Overall, students understood the primary increase was due to the lack 

of a state budget. 

 Students representation from automotive and fire science and vet 

tech were in attendance, amongst others. 

 May be forced to drop with the proposed increase  

-Do not qualify for financial aid, and not enough 

scholarships in their area of study 

-If they drop, the college would also lose revenue from their 

general education courses 

 If we closed academic programs students would not have the 

opportunity to experience multiple disciplines, which in 

many cases helps them make a decision regarding their 

future career goals.  An opportunity that can only take place 

at a community college at a much lower cost. 

 Not in favor of faculty and staff layoffs, as they appreciate 

the dedication and commitment from our employees 

 In favor of across the board tuition increase 

o Differential tuition was selective in nature, not 

covering all CTE programs, or lab classes with 

higher costs 

 With all this in mind, the majority in attendance were in 

favor of an across the board increase to be fair to all 

students. 

 Know that our administrative team continues to evaluate our options while 

 keeping our students best interest at heart.  I will continue to work with my team 

 to identify the appropriate recommendation, which will be brought back to you at 

 the March Board meeting for consideration and approval.   

 

Trustee Mihelich indicated that we have talked about book costs and wondered if we are 

making progress in reducing the costs of books. Mr. Galick indicated that we are 

currently working with a company to help us reduce the costs of books and to remain 

competitive. We are finding sources that offer the books cheaper and then in turn pass 

those savings on to the student.  Trustee Mihelich would like this to be part of the 

solution in holding down our tuition costs for our students. Trustee Broderick inquired if 

we offer rentals rather than purchase of books. President Mitchell commented that a few 

years ago we began working with a textbook rental company. Trustee Broderick asked if 



 

we do price matching on books.  President Mitchell commented that we do not do price 

matching.   

 

9.6  Chairman Wunderlich indicated that he would like to thank everyone for coming out this    

Chairman’s  evening. Congratulations to Maria Rafac on her award and thank you to our lobbyists for  

Report coming to the meeting to give the Board a legislative update. 

 

10 Trustee Broderick moved, seconded by Trustee Deiters for the meeting to  

Adjourn  adjourn at 7:32 p.m. A voice vote was taken and carried unanimously. Ayes: Broderick, 

Deiters, Mihelich, Morales, Dan O’Connell and Wunderlich. Student Trustee Duong 

favored the motion. 


